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WARS Newsletter 
Hello from Claire 
 

2017 was a busy year here at WARS with many positive changes. I am thrilled to say we re-
homed over 220 animals and in excess of 500 ex-battery hens.  
We saw a fall in stray dogs coming into the shelter and many of those who did come in were 
reunited with owners, thanks to the new microchipping law that came in to effect in 2016. 
However, we did see a rise in stray cats and kittens coming through our doors with in excess 
of 40 kittens looking for new homes, as well as their mums. This took up a lot of time and 
money for the shelter and sadly a similar number are anticipated this year.  
It certainly was a busy year and we are ready to see what 2018 will bring, with our new   
extension and more plans in the pipeline to improve life at the shelter and the welfare of 
the animals in our care. Ultimately, we hope to help more animals in need of finding new 
homes. I would also like to add a massive thank you to all the staff, volunteers and            
supporters of the charity, you are all amazing and I look forward to working with you all to 
continue the growth of WARS.  

Claire Tregunna—Shelter Manager 

Message from The Chair 

Being our first Newsletter of 2018, I hope you find 
the contents of interest and that it gives you an  
insight on what we have achieved during the past 
year and our plans for this coming year. I would 
also like to take this opportunity to thank all our 
supporters, volunteers, staff, advisors, plus the 
Board of Trustees for their continued help in ensur-
ing the Charity continues to carry out the work we 
so passionately believe in; the Board would find it 
extremely difficult if we did not have your support. 

Those of you who have visited the site recently 
could not miss the building works going on. Read 
on to find out more details about our exciting      
extension! 

 

 As you will see reading on, there have also been a 
number of Trustees retire, however I am pleased to say 
our “new” Trustees are helping the Charity move for-
ward. To this end, and to ensure we are carrying out 
good governance, we are looking into all aspects of 
how the Charity runs. As part of this, we undertook a 
review of our veterinary services and Avenue Vets will 
become WARS official practice from February. I would 
like to take this opportunity to thank Jon and Kirsty from 
Best Friends who have done a sterling job for us and 
we appreciate all that you have done. 

This leads me on to also thank some of our benefac-
tors; The Jean Sainsbury Animal Welfare Trust and the 
LE Andrews Trust who have supported us over many 
years. The list of corporate supporters and individual 
donors is endless, however we are extremely grateful 
for everything you do to support the Charity.  

I could not end without also thanking Aspect Design; 
again, they have supported us over many years and 
kindly print our Newsletters free of charge. We very 
much appreciate everyone’s support in helping your 
local independent animal Charity continue its work in 
rescuing dogs and cats in need. 

A sincere “thank you” to you all ….. Jan Arpad, Chair 



A lovely rehoming tale 

We’d like to tell you all about one of our cats, called May,  a stray who was with us during 2017 and was re-
homed in January with Marie-Claire and Steve.  

Here’s some information they kindly sent us to update us on May’s new life in her forever home…. 

“To everyone who cared for May when she stayed at WARS, here is an update. May was adopted into our 
family in January 2018. She's a lovely little cat, full of personality and we can't imagine life without her now. 
 
She's settled in really well and is a happy little cat. We took her to the vet last week for an 'MOT'. They think 
she's about 6 years old.  She's generally in good health but they found that her mouth is in a bit of a state with 
rotten teeth and poor gums so she's going in to have 6 teeth extracted this week.  
 
She is very bright and loves company, following us round like a little shadow. She loves to play and her        
favourite games are to chase a laser and to catch a toy at the end of a tunnel. She also loves watching telly, 
particularly programmes about big cats and birds. May is a lovely cat and we are completely in love with her. 
Thank you to everyone who took care of her before she found her forever home.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

2017 Rehoming 

Figures  

August was one of our most   
successful rehoming months to 
date with  34 animals finding their    
forever homes 

 

• Dogs          99 
 
• Cats         123 
 
• Hens       500+ 

We have even more 
ambitious rehoming targets 
in 2018 so please do help us 

to spread the word about 
WARS 

Theft of Benedict 
 

Everyone at WARS was shocked and appalled 
when we came into work on Thursday 26th October 
to find our kennels had been broken into and Bene-
dict had been stolen from his kennel.  
 
We have had numerous photos sent to us from the 
public of dogs they think could be him. But sadly to 
date, we have had no positive sightings or updates 
leading to him being found. 
 
We still think of him everyday and hope that one 
day he will be found safe and sound. 

Spotlight on……Chris 
Part of a new feature in the newsletter we’d like to introduce you to our wonderful 

team at WARS.  

 

Meet Chris who works at the shelter full time…. 

 

 
• How long have you worked at WARS?  
To begin with I spent 2 years carrying out work experience at the shelter  
and I’ve now been working as staff for 3 years now.  
 
• Why did you want to work at a rescue shelter?  
After fainting multiple times over a 3 year period of work experience at a veterinary  practice, I 
thought it might be time for a career path change! The idea of rehabilitating stray and unwanted 
animals in to loving homes feels like a worthwhile cause to dedicate the majority of my time.  
 
• What do you enjoy most about the role?  
Trailhounds, Trailhounds and more Trailhounds. Due to our partnership with the Lakeland Trust 
we usually always have a Trailhound in the kennels to rehome. Soon after starting at the animal 
shelter I fell in love with the breed.  
 
• Has there been any particular animal that you've cared for that stands out in your mind?  
Everyone loved Taz and I think he has stood out in everyone's mind as a boy who couldn't find a 
home for some unknown reason. It was really satisfying to have him finally find his forever home. 
He still comes back for visits now and then.  
 
• What is your favourite animal - dogs and cats aside?  

Lemurs 

Thank you 
 
Thank you to Pauline Freeman who despite being unwell, managed to raise an amazing 
£1,000 for us running her agility dog show. Thanks to Pauline, her husband John and her 
loyal helpers. 



Whose walk is it anyway? 
 
 

Walking the dog should be a 
pleasure, but often it ends up a 
chore, something you fit in 
alongside something else, 
something you do in a rush, 
whilst on your phone or listening 
to music. We very easily forget 
that this is a necessary part of 
our dogs day, and the vital part 
of it is not in fact the physical 
exercise but the mental aspect 
of going out, getting fresh air, 
sniffing the wee-mail and 
interacting with the owner! Here 
are a few tips to make walks 
more  
Interesting and satisfying for your dog, and you! 
• Put your phone away – interact with your dog 
• Take tasty treats – reward behaviours you like, don’t take them for granted 
• Vary your route – even the normal route done backwards or on the other side 

of the road counts! 
• Remember your dog’s walk is for him, not you – let him sniff and investigate 
• Make time to let your dog choose the route, wherever safe for him to do so 
• Incorporate training with walking, but make it FUN 
• Slow down – stop and sit a while, let your dog rummage about, share a snack 

or drink! 
You always have time for this, because the length of time is far less important 
than the quality of the time you spend. Most dogs would really rather have 10 
minutes of one to one time with an owner who is focused on them, than a 45 
minute sprint round the block with an owner on the phone ignoring them! 
 
Emma Judson Behavioural Consultant - CanineConsultant.co.uk 

Dates for your 

diary 

 
• Friday March 9th 
 Coffee Morning, Guildhall, 
 Worcester 10 - 12pm 
 
 

• Sunday June 3rd 
 Grand Fete and Fun Dog Show at   
 WARS 11am - 4pm 
 
 

• Friday July 6th 
 Coffee Morning, Guildhall, 
 Worcester 10 - 12pm 
 

• Saturday July 14th 
Bingo Night - Ledbury 7-10pm 
 

• Sunday July 22nd 
St Peters Festival 

 

• Sunday September 2nd 
 Fete / Fun Dog Show at WARS 
 11am - 4pm 
 

• Friday October 5th 
 Coffee Morning, Guildhall, 
 Worcester 10 - 12pm 
 
 

• Friday November 23rd 
 Grand Christmas Coffee Morning, 
 Guildhall, Worcester 10 - 12pm 

 
Please keep an eye on the  

events page of our website for 
more details and additional 

events 

Walking a dog at WARS 

 
 

“I was really impressed by your work on enrichment and rehoming, 
you seem to have a great team around you too.”  

Mandy Jones, Director of Rehoming Services, Blue Cross, Burford 

Other headlines 
 

• Some of you will remember Meisha who was in a foster home after being handed over to WARS in a poor state of 
health. Sadly, after being diagnosed with an inoperable tumour, the time eventually came to let her go. Our    
amazing supporters raised over £2000 to help care for her in her final months, with the remaining funds being 
used in her memory to help care for all our other animals. 

 
 
• We have had great success with our Trailhound meets on site. The owners and the hounds have a wonderful 

time, all whilst they help raise money for the shelter. Anyone interested in a hound is more than welcome to come 
and join in the fun when we hold our next meet in 2018 

 
• We continue to rehome ex-battery hens, with 500+ finding new homes through us this year 
 
 



Baz finally finds his forever home 
 
Baz came into the shelter as a stray in October 2015 and sadly being a male 
Brindle Staffordshire Bull Terrier, he was over looked for many months.  
Eventually, in March 2017, along came a lovely young couple who were  
specifically interested in Baz. Despite him being off site on a walk at the time, 
they were so keen they returned a couple of hours later to meet him. And it 
was love at first sight for all involved. How could they not fall for him when he 
instantly jumped on their laps as soon as he saw them and proceeded to stay 
there very comfortably!  
 
Baz needed continual work helping his socialisation with other dogs, but with a 
kind donation from one of our volunteers and the help from Zoe at BARK LTD, 
he was soon making more and more 4 legged friends and learning to play at 
speeds less than 100mph. 
 
We threw a small leaving party for Baz and lots of people and dog friends 
came along to say goodbye and wish him well.   
 
He now spends some of his time at his Grandma’s house, with his best bud 
Nero and still has plenty of other doggy friends as you will see in the picture. 
 

Staff News 

 

• Claire Tregunna 
passed her course in 
Dog Behaviour, 
Psychology and 
training with a score of 
96%. 

• Congratulations to Ned 
Cotton on becoming a 
Dad for the 1st time. 
He has also attended 
a number of courses 
and conferences to 
bring new ideas to the 
shelter. 

• Congratulations to 
Chris Hermiston for 
completing his MRes 
in Anthrozoology  

• Claire, Ned, Louise 
and Chris all attended 
the ADCH conference 
and brought back an 
abundance of 
information. 

Financial Report – John Wagstaff  (Treasurer) 

 

Last year Sheila, after many years as Treasurer, retired and I was approached to take over. Having been 

involved with and a supporter of the Shelter for many years I knew it would be a difficult task to follow the 

many years of work Sheila had put in and for which we all thank her.  

I went straight into producing the Financial Accounts for the year ended 30th June 2017 and these have 

now been checked by our Auditors and a copy filed with the Charity Commission.  

 

The operating position for the year shows a shortfall of Income over expenditure of £21,186 and a sum-

mary of the figures are:- 

 

Income         £’s 

Rehoming of Animals and Fees               29133 

Donations and Similar Incoming Resources   64497 

Fund Raising Events and Sales (Net of Expenses)   22501 

Sundry Income Subs, Interest etc.          518 

Total                     116649 

                      ====== 

Expenditure 

Staff Costs –Salaries, Wages and Training   79352 

Veterinary Costs      28210 

Site Maintenance Expenses       9637 

Utility Costs and Insurances       8413 

Accountancy and Bookkeeping     1793 

Office, Van and Administration expenses     7848 

Cleaning and Waste Disposal Costs      2582  

Total                          137835 

                     ====== 

As can be seen the annual running costs of the Shelter exceed the income received and this has been a 

continuing problem. Fortunately the shortfall has been covered by funds held in reserve from past        

Legacies received. We have now commenced the work on a major extension,  so we will incur additional 

running costs for the future and the staff and Trustees are working on ways to raise more funds for the     

Charity. If you have any ideas on this and/or are willing to help out then please do contact us.                     

We truly could not work without the help of our many  volunteers and cannot thank them enough for 

their support and commitment to the Shelter. 



Our Building plans 
 
 
We are really pleased to share news about our administration block extension.  The building works are being carried out by Jim Al-
cock, Property Renovation and Development. Please visit Jim’s website to see lots of photos of the whole building project from day 
one to date — http://www.jimalcock.co.uk/building-projects/worcestershire-animal-rescue-shelter/ 
  

Also read more about the build on the website of the company we purchased the building cladding from https://www.wpc-
decking.co.uk/worcester-animal-rescue-centre-extension-jim-alcock-and-his-team  
  
Over the years we had outgrown our existing building. We had nowhere for people looking to rehome animals to      comfortably sit 
and chat apart from the busy reception and office areas, our veterinary partners don’t currently have a quiet space to tend to animals, 
our site shop is not being maximised as it could be in a better allocated position and we lack a space to accommodate school visits 
and volunteers or to host meetings. The new 140 sq metre extension will provide space for all those things and more. 
 
Work is moving forward at a rapid rate and we hope, weather depending, that  the building will be ready for use within the next few 
months. Jim says “The project is going very smoothly and so far I’ve adopted 2 cats and a dog” It’s great to know our builder of 
choice is also now one of our valued rehomers! 
 
Jan Arpad, Chair, explains “The new build will encompass a larger reception area, a multi functional room, a dedicated veterinary 
room plus chill out rooms where dogs who become stressed in kennels, can relax in a more homely          environment. A massive 
“thank you” to Jim Alcock and his colleagues for their hard work in carrying out the building works in such a short time to a very high 
standard.” 

We are really excited about this project and we are all looking forward to seeing the benefits the new spaces will bring to the day-to-
day running of the shelter, and, of course, to the lives of the animals when they are in our care. 

 
We are incredibly grateful for all of the donations and grant funding we have received in order to make our plans a    reality.  

We are planning a fun opening ceremony and will let you know all about this when we have a date confirmed so that you can keep 
your diaries free to join us! 

mailto:http://www.jimalcock.co.uk/
https://nam01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.wpc-decking.co.uk%2Fworcester-animal-rescue-centre-extension-jim-alcock-and-his-team&data=02%7C01%7C%7C48f9ef533e99416baee908d590ebfb53%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C63657426
https://nam01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.wpc-decking.co.uk%2Fworcester-animal-rescue-centre-extension-jim-alcock-and-his-team&data=02%7C01%7C%7C48f9ef533e99416baee908d590ebfb53%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C63657426


Sad farewells and warm welcomes 
 

This year we were sad to say farewell to three longstanding members of our Board. Sharon Bradshaw stepped 

down as Chair, Sheila Cridland stepped down as Treasurer and Diane Beddle, who has now stepped down as 

a Trustee after being involved with the Charity from inception. We thank each of them for all the time and hard 

work in helping the Charity get where it is today and we wish them all well for the future. 

 

In turn, we welcome the following new Board members: 

• Kaye Gibbard has joined the Trustees and brings with her a wealth of operational management experience 

at senior level. She joins us as our Secretary and Vice-Chair.  

• John Wagstaff is our new Treasurer and has experience in the field of accounting having undertaken     

account management with a number of Charities. 

• Jill Shechter joins the Board and brings with her considerable knowledge regarding the Governance of 

Charities.  

Finally Jan Arpad, previously our Secretary, has stepped up into the role of Chair.  

Neutering of cats   
    

Every year, this year being no exception, rescue centres countrywide are inundated with kittens and pregnant 

queens.  This stretches their resources to the limit, and sometimes they get so full they have to turn animals 

away.   

 

Cats can get pregnant from 5-6 months of age with male cats starting to be sexually active from 16 weeks 

onwards.  It is a myth that siblings will not mate. Unfortunately they often do, leaving rescue centres to deal with 

the result. Whilst it is true that kittens are often rehomed easily the influx of so many kittens often means that 

older cats are over looked.  

 

Cats are prolific breeders and one unneutered female can be responsible for producing an offspring of 20,000 

descendants in just five years.  With a queen left to breed at every season producing up to 18+ kittens per year. 

 

The only way to help this population explosion is neutering your cat.  We spay female cats and castrate male 

cats from 4 months of age.  There are many benefits to your cat including a longer healthier life and male cats 

being less likely to contract FIV. 

 

Help with costs of neutering 

If you need help with the cost of neutering Cats Protection 03000 12 12 12 will be able to help by giving you a 

neutering voucher for full or part costs 

 

How Can You Help 

Talk to family and friends about the benefit of neutering, help dispel the myths too.   

Donate kitten food, cosy beds and toys to WARS or visit the just giving page https://www.justgiving.com/wars to 

help give all the babies and pregnant queens the essential vet care they need.  

Kirsty Ryley RVN Cert.Ed Dip.CABT PHC MBVNA - Best Friends Veterinary Surgery 

Thank you for reading our newsletter and for your support of WARS. We look forward to seeing you 

soon and updating you on our progress in our next newsletter—Staff and Trustees of WARS 



£10  £15  £20  Other  Single donation of  

Title  First Name  Surname  

Address  

 Post Code  

Email           I would like to be added to the WARS mailing list YES NO 

To the Manager  

Bank Address  

Account Name     Account Number  

Sort Code    Payment start date  

I confirm that I am a UK taxpayer and I have paid or will pay an amount of UK income tax and/or Capital Gains Tax for each tax year (6th April to 5th April) that is at least equal to the amount of tax that all the Charities or Communi-
ty Amateur Sport Clubs (CASCs) that I donate to will reclaim on my gifts for that tax year.  Please notify WARS if you want to cancel this declaration, if you change your name or address or no longer pay sufficient tax on your 
income and/or capital gains. 
If you pay income tax at the higher rate, you must include all your Gift Aid donations on your Self Assessment tax return if you want to receive the additional tax relief due to you. 

                                             If you pay tax, ticking this box will enable WARS to gain an extra 25p extra for every £1 you donate.  

Sign  Date  

Standing Order 

I would like to make a regular monthly donation of 

Please return below to WARS and we will do the rest. Any cheques payable to WARS 

Please pay to Barclays (Sort Code - 20-98-61) (Account Number - 90988804) (Account Name - Worcestershire Animal Rescue Shelter) 

We could not do the work we do without the generosity of the public through 
attending our events and giving donations. 
 
It costs in excess of £135,000 to run the shelter every year and with costs of food, 
utilities, wages and other things on the rise, it is vital that we do all we can to 
continue to bring in regular funds to enable us to run the shelter. 
 
There are many ways you can help us raise funds for WARS: 
 
• Attend our events—coffee mornings, table top sales, quizzes, fetes…. 
• Create your own event and get sponsorship 
• Collect donations in lieu of birthday or wedding gifts 
• Donate via Justgiving https://www.justgiving.com/wars 
• Drop in direct to the shelter and donate 
• Sponsor a kennel or cat pen 
• Become a member 
• Consider us in your will 
• Amazon Wishlist https://tinyurl.com/y9ngo429 
• Via text  
• Buying items in the site shop 
• Set up a regular standing order 

 
Thank you all for your continued support! 

Fundraising 

achievements 

 

• Coffee mornings    £1,999 
 

• Dog shows            £5,443 
 

• Shelter shop           £8,827 
 

• Collection tins         £1,115 
 

• Grants           £68,500 
 
 

A huge thank you to all our 
staff and volunteers for all 
they do for  WARS. You 

help make the  charity what 
it is. 

At WARS we take our duty to process your personal data very seriously; we will take all reasonable efforts to ensure that your data is safe and secure at all times and we will never share your details with other organisations to 

use for their own purposes (except where required by law).  If you would like to opt-out or change the way we communicate with you, please contact our Shelter Manager on 01905 831651 or by 

emailing sheltermanager@wars.org.uk  

mailto:sheltermanager@wars.org.uk

